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The Gold Rush in California was one of the most remarkable phenomena

ever to sweep the United States.
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In the words of a New York newspaper at the time, "All clases of our

citizens are feeling the impulse to go and dig for gold in the new El

Dorado"
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The Gold Rush was unique: it was essentially for Eastern city dwellers

who, knowing nothing of the land, hoped to go out West and come home

with a pocket full of gold.
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In one year alone, 1849, a hundred thousand of them, young men in
their twenties mainly, headed for California — and all of them were

stunned by the experience.
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They had a phrase for it, now forgotten.
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They used to say that they had been "to see the elephant".
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In the 1840s very few Americans had seen an elephant and when the

famous circuses of the day introduced these amazing beasts into their

act they proved an immensely popular attraction.
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The story goes that a farmer set out with his wagon and his farm

products to sell at the local fair, announcing to every body at home

that he was going "to see the elephant".
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On his way to the fair, the farmer and his horse meet the circus

coming into town.
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When his horse sees the elephant, it rears up, overturns the wagon,

spills the goods, and runs away.
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The now ruined farmer trudges wearily home.
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When his family ask him what has happened, he replies sadly, "I saw
the elephant."
FIEDEIAT N D o T=DPFANTZ & & TR L Z D ITGRICATI K 2 T2,



For the Forty-niners, the phrase came to mean experiencing a

catastrophe, or having a shock, and above all being matured by

reality.
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Many, for whom "seeing the elephant" was a regular experience, found

it difficult to express what they were going through.
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"It is impossible for me to give you an account of the interesting

incidents that occur on this route," one doctor wrote to his wife,

"but when I have an opportunity I will give you enough to satisfy you

that 1849 will ever be a memorable epoch in the history of our

country."
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Astonished by the adventure, separated from their loved ones, alone in

a vast and hostile wilderness, the Forty-niners responded like city

people — they wrote about it.
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They published books by the hundred, they kept diaries by the
thousand, and they scribbled uncountable numbers of letters home.
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They were the first — and the last — frontiersmen to have the

education and the inclination to describe what they saw and heard.
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The Gold Rush was a literary and a public event with a wide popular appeal.

T—)L T v ¥ 2 TN LA IEW AR EED D HRFETH -T2,

Shipped East by letter and newspaper, the phrases and the vocabulary
of the West passed swiftly into the language.
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Out of this experience such English words as "prospector" and "strike"

came to obtain new meanings and phrases: a "prospector" becomes "a man

who digs for gold", and, if he is lucky enough, will have "a lucky

strike" by finding gold.

Z Of&ER D H T H "prospector"°"strike" & VY ) HEEITHT 2 R BERSCES WEILE RO K DI
Role, TROL"BIEE"I& LD AMIZR  Z LT b LENRHOEETH- 126,
SHROTHZ LT, "EENEET LD,

Founded by free-spending adventurers, California became the

thirty-first state in the United States in 1850 and developed in a

sudden burst of extraordinary riches and excitement.
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The most often heard remark about cats is that they are independent
and then, that they don't care about people, only about places; and
these are from people who knew their cat will sit waiting for them

looking out of a window every day.
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Studies of communities of house cats gone wild reveal that the females

form a kind of nursery, guarding each other's kittens, while one or

two go hunting to feed them all.
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Young males of many species have a hard time, on the edge of the

secure female group.
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The young toms hang about, hoping to come in, and often trying to be

kittens again crawling into nests they have grown out of.
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The mature males defeated by their offspring, go wandering.
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It is they who walk by themselves, solitary in hedgerows or wild

places, but they do not live long, because of diseases, fight wounds,

and in built-up areas, traffic.

ARSI IR AEZ D2 DIX N O DM TH D, L LI HITIRXCOIEREDO T, 11
HRZIED - OIZRAEST TE 20,

A cat gives back what you put into it, returning affection and

attention, but withdrawing in dignified silence if ignored.
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No creature is more sensitive to insults and teasing.
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Too much, and they will take themselves off in search of a more

sympathetic home.
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And yet one may not generalize: people who have had more than one

child know that every baby is born different, and similarly, among the

kittens from the same mother, each one will be an individual.
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Like humans they are coarse-grained and sensitive, stupid and clever,

clinging and unfriendly.
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They may be talkative and silent, pretentiously show-offish and

quietly withdrawn.
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They are more observant than sometimes we like — know more about us

than we think.
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Once in a while our cat will surprise us by some little act showing
that we have been understood.
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You are sad, anxious, apprehensive — and your cat will come and show

sympathy with a lick or a purr.
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You are busy and have forgotten her — but you will be reminded by a

gentle nip or a tap of the paw.
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You have slept too late and open your eyes to see the cat, its face

six inches from yours: you have been woken by its presence.
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We share our emotional apparatus with them, though there are those who

angrily deny it: but some people like to inflate themselves with

superior feelings about other species.
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Observing cats you see the whole range of human emotions — love,
affection, antipathies as apparently irrational as some of ours; you

see hurt feelings, and jealousy, and that is very strong in cats, they



like to come first.
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And they can think, as we do.
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An intelligent cat may go in for long-term planning.
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One, who was a stray, conducted a campaign to live with us, a slow,
deliberate, thought-out plan.
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For days he waited outside the back door till we softened.
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Then he was offered a chair in the kitchen, where he stayed for a while.
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Then he achieved an intermediate place under a table.
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Finally he challenged us to remove him from the living room: but we

gave him a mat in a lowly place that would not offend the other cats.
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And then he chose a moment to leave that mat and claim a better place,

thus throwing down the gauntlet to the boss cat.
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(1) There aren't any perfect sentences. It is the same as the perfect walls don't exist.

(2) At least, I could take it as a kind of compassion though it was after a long time that I

could understand what it actually means.

(3) For example, if you could write about elephants, perhaps, you couldn't write

anything about elephant tamers.



